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Abstract
The.present study has three main objectives, namely :
1) To stmdy the processes and the procedures of the illegal immigration of the Burmese
nationals into Thailand and their job employments in the various provinces,
2) To study the expectations and demands of the Burmese in illegally emigrating to
Thailand.
3) To study the measures taken to stem the influx of those illegal Burmese immigrants into
Bangkok and other major provinces of Thailand.
The structured written questionnaires were used to collect data from the 130
Burmese immigrants who had unlawfully emigrated to Mae Sot District to seek employments.
Data were also gathered from a total of SO Thai respondents who answered a set of the
structured written questionnaires. These respondents constituted a contingent of officials whose
duties were concemned with the illegal immigration of aliens, for example, deputy sheriffs,
police immigration officers, a group of local politicians comprising tambon and village
headmen, tambon administrative organization personmel, city councillors, members of the Tak
Chamber of Cominerce, committee members of the Tak Industrial Council, bussinessmen,

proprietors and entrepreneurs totalling about S0 altogether.




Data and information from the questionnaire were subsequently analyzed by
eiploying the computerized technique dubbed SPSS for Windows 6.0. Descriptive statistics
were employed in computing frequencies, percentages, average values as well as S.D. values.

The findings of the research can be summarized as follows:

Regarding the causes, processes and methods of the illegal immigration of the
Burmese, we find that convenience of employment and anticipation of higher income to be
earned in Thailand than in their native country have both motivated the Burmese to immigrate
in increasing numbers. The unprecedented influx of the Burmese into Thailand is due chiefly
to the problem of widespread poverty, the existence of very few opporhumities for employment
in native Burma and, perhaps not least, to the problem of the seemingly unrealistic measure of
obstruction on the Thai side.

In illegally migrating to Thailand the Burmese highly expect to find employments of
whatever from available that could generate higher income than they can earn in Burma.
Indeed, job placements are really scarce in their native country. Interestingly enough, we also
find that the large majority of those illegal migrants want to seek employments in Mai Sot
District of Tak Province.

As it is at present, the govermment policy of coping with the problem of the
Burmese illegal immigrants is deemed inappropriate chiefly because the continual inflow of
the Burmese immigrants has all along caused a lot of problems such as crime, job
competitiveness. on many occasions at the expense of their Thai counterparts and public health.
The Thai authorities concerned have so far failed to put an end to the influx of the illegally
migrating labor from our neighboring Burma. What accounts for the persistence of such
problems are several, for example, the prevailing political and economic situation in Burma,
the government policy of how to deal with the Thai working classes and so on. However, the
merger of the Thai and foreign labor forces into one system of control by no means guarantee
that the problem of the illegal immigration of the Burmese into Thailand will be reduced in
intensity. The Thai authorities responsible for the matter of national security still cannot bring

this problem of the unwanted large - scale migration under effective control




Suggestions for resolving the problem of the inflow of the Burmese immigrants and
for preventing their overcrowding into Bangkok and other major cities are as follows:

For short - term measures, a registration of alien laborers, the holding of personal
documents ( i.e., border. passes, indentification cards, and real photographs) and so on are
recommended. Job employments must be approved by The " Burmese Labor Center” to
make it feasible for controlling and monitoring in case offences of any kind are committed.
Attempts should also be made to obstruct the immigrants ' influx and to repatriate them if
necessary. This should be done realistically and on a permanent basis.

For long - term measures, the bilateral negotigtions with the Burmese government
to legalize the provision of the labor force for employment, the self - insurance required of the
laborers, the holding of work permits and the requirement of returning to their home country at
the termination of their employments are recommended.

The proposed setting up of a " special economic zone" at certain points along the
Thai - Burmese border, a free hand being given to employments of foreign labor as well as a
strict requirement imposed by the center of the country’ s adminjs&aﬁon for the employers to
pay fees for employing foreign labor are all further recommended as protective measures to
forestall the influx of foreign, especially Burmese, lasbor into Bangkok and other major

provinces of Thailand.




