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ABSTRACT

ThlS independent study was aimed to investigate
experiences and perceptions of the elected Provincial Council
members toward their roles in controlling the administrative in
Chiang Mai Provincial Administration Organization (PAO).

Methods of study comprised of field research together



with documentary research. Questionnaires and in-depth interviews
were used to collect data. TFrequency, percentage differences,
Chi-square, and test of significance were used in data analysis.
The respondents agreed that, being the legislative
branch of the PAO, they were facing a number of following
problems vis a vis the administrative: inability to act as
genuine people's representatives, tendency to perform advisory
functions rather than controlling, insufficient authority in
counterbalancing the administrative, little responsiveness on the
part of the administrative in answering motions or inguiries,
and  insufficient opportunity to operate out-of-session
activities. The respondents suggested that to ameliorate the role
of the Provincial Council the PAO should become a legal entity of
which the administrators are elected from the people. The PAQO
should have autonomy in financial matters and in formulating
policy. Relevant laws should be amended to promote the

counterbalancing power of legislative.



