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Abst.ract

Presently, [ orést.s and other natural resources are being devastated
at an alarming rate. An act which is related to destruction of foresis
and other x;aturai resources is a criminal oflence. In the [ormer days,
This gdvernment had used prevent.ive and suppressive measures as a means
to fisht the problem of crimes against. [orests and natural resources of
Whiéh police officers were given sole responsibility to handle the cases
in the capacity of chiel investigators. |

However, at the beginning of the last decade, there was an undeniable
rising trends of crimes against [orests and natural resources together
with the increasing .numher ol culpritslbeing released owing to weak written

charges or lack of evidence.



.Hi.nist.ry of Interior was informed of these facts and was convinced
that police officers lacked the capabilities to handle the crrimes
against lorests and natural resources in an effective vay. Therefore,
as a measure to correct these deficiencies, Ministry of Imterior issued
~an urgent decree, dated January 17,1984. According to this minist.eéial
decree, local administrative ofTicials would participate and have a wide
range of powers in the investigation of criminal cases related fo
forests and natural resources. The given powers range [rom being either
chiel investigators or co-investigators and most importantly, the power

to decide the bail out of the culprits. Thus, poiice officers are not
vested with the sole power to conduct investigations as in the [ormer
times.

. This independent. study is interested in examining the éfl‘iciency
and the ellectiveness of the new ministerial decree as compared to the
previous performance of the old police dominated :_invest.igation process,
The main hypothesis is: if the measure of new ministerial decree [ails,
it means that the efforts to conserve forests and nétural_- resources are
in peril and the nev measure should be corrected in an appropriate way.

The study {inds that the new investigation methed, as stated in
the ministerial décree, is a policy [ormulation in the type of "leader
cun institution” of ﬁhich there has been no thorcugh st.udy of the
problem. In addition, it has been expected t.hat. local administrative
officials and state attorneys would be willing to assist pelice
officers in handling these special criminal cases in a very effective
way. It is found that these expectations fail to mat.eﬁalize in
reality. In contrary, the study [{inds that the [requencies of committing-
crimes against [orests and natural resources are on the increase wile

the chances of culprit’s indictment are on the decrease. For example:



in 1988, the rate of indictment. is 34.9 percent which decreases to 30.1
and 28 percentkrespective]y in 1989 and 1890. The prevailing facts
indicate that the new investigation method is a total lailure and the
government’s-efforts to conserve lorests and natural resocurces will be
Jjecpardized.

The study concludes and recommends that the new investigation
sethod is unreliable measure to prevent, forests and natural resources
devastation. A corrective measure should be introduced as soon as
possible before our national forests and natural resources are exploited

to the level of unretieval conditions.




