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Abstr—act

The purpose of this research is two-fold : 1. to study the
factors affecting the attitudes of the people in Sarapee district,
Chiang Mai towards the preservation of the Yang trees and 2. to make
recommendations for the authority in responding to the public opinion.

The data are collected via questionnaire from 300 people of
various occupations, who live or work in three tambon., located on
the Chiang Mai-Lamphun highway. The samples also include those who
usually travel on this highway. The questionnaire is composed of
two ¢groups of questions to make a clear distinction between the
positive and the negat.ive responses.

The findings are :

Among the respondents who maintain the positive attitude
towards the preservation, 90.8% think that the trees are the symbol

of Sarapee district. 87.9% believe in the benefices of the trees.




80.4% reject the idea that the trees are the causes of the accidents.
70.7% suggest that new Yang trees are planted to replace the dead
ones. 74.4% state that the highway is enlarged so that the trees
serve as an isle.
| doncerning the negative attitudes, 56.3% of the respondents

see the disadvantage of preservation. 68.0% say that the tree
branches are a hazard to the lives and the properties of the people.
52.2% think that the trees partially cause the road accidents. 44.9%
believe that they become an obstacle for local development. 68.7%
state ‘that they are too old and in bad shape. Therefore, 25.2% and
55.6% of the respondents in this group suggest that the trees should
be completely and partially cut down, respectively. 88.9% say that
the authority should be responsible for the damages caused by the

trees to the public.




