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This is a study of "Thai political cartoons” which is an
important medium in creating public opinion. In Thuiland where
slaging a coup is commonplace, political cartoons serve as an  oullet
to express dissatisfacltion . or political satires Lo unpopular and
dictatorship government. Thai pulilical cartoonists have played their
roles  again when the country was under the dicltatorial power of the

military during the period of February 23 - December 9, 1991.

The wethod of  conlent  analysis is applied to walyze Mr.
Prayoon Chanyawong’s Political cartoons, Mry Prayoon Chanyawong,
~Lhe Jeading  political cartoonist, who works for Thairath newspaper,

used his craft and wits Lo oxpreses his sutirical opininion.



During the about mentioned .period, the total number of
240 cartoons have been arranged, and classified into five categories:
1y wcartoons directly related to political phenomena 2) cart.oons
related to economic problems 3)  cartoons related to social problems,
4y cartoon related to foreign affaires, and 5) cartoons that could

not be classified in the above 4 categories.

From this study it can be concluded that. Mr. Prayoon could
express his satirical opinion so freely without any limitations which
is unlikely to happen in the past. This finding indicates that Thai
political cartoonists enjoy greater political freedom than general
Journalists during the dictatorship government. Moreover, the
political opinions which are expressed by political cartoons seem Lo

have more impact on the readers than a written column.



