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Abstract

It is a knoﬁﬁ fact that the girls who are lured to prosti-
tﬁ£ion, mostly ccme from the nofthefn region. The genesis of this
problem is.the high level df unempldyment among northe;n women which
has made these women wulnerable to enter the oldilucrative profession.
How to soiﬁé this interrelated problem is of great concern and |

importance to Thai gove;nment.

As a countér méa'sure to ‘fight the growing problem of l:iros-
tituticn, Department 6f Public Welfare, Ministry of Interior, sets up
the Center for Northern Women's Welfare and Vocational Training in -
Lampéng province in 1979. According to the official expecfation, the
offerings of vocaﬁional training in 10 most useful disciplines to
low income women who ii§¢ in 16 ﬁartﬁern proviﬁces couid divert and

a lleviate the existiong trend cf prostitution.




.

The.étudy'gié led ﬁEvaluation of Homen Develofment
Project; A:case study of the Center for Northern Homen's Welfare
and-Vocational Training" is aimed at asséssipg the Center's perforf
mance in attaining its afore mgntioned abjectives.

Data whitﬁ are used iﬁ‘thisrstudy,derived from field
duestionnéires of whiqh.the respondentq are the Genter'sﬁformér
students. The size of the sample is 250 former students aii of whom
are iﬁ the twenty-fifth class which receives the vocétionél training
from October 1991 to March 1992. The questionnaires are conducted 3
mcnths aftér the cpmpleticn‘of.the.tréiﬁing.'

‘?he completion of vocational training brings many changes
- to thg lives of these Center's former studeﬁts-and these changes arr
for the betterments. Deiails cf the findings can be summarized as
foliow: |

.1.'Chaﬁges in types of work. The frainéd ﬁqmen get‘new.and
bettgr jobs which are in‘line wi;ﬁ their trained vocational skills.

2. Changes in workplace. The new and better jobs enable
the trained women to.ﬁave changes in workplac;‘mostly by moving from.
rural to urban areas espt-a:cially to ﬁangkok.

3.'Thé obtained vocational knowledge is useful to the-trained
women's occupations as it has Seen‘earlier expécted.

4. The new and better jobs bring aboﬁt satisféctory increase
in inccme.

5. The friﬁge-benefits are also increased.

6. The sﬁpplementary gﬁéﬁledgé in family planning,'health '
'éducatiog'and Thai cuiture is also useful to the trained women.

7. With the supplementary knowledge, the trained women



g+

can easily and successfully adfust themselves to the modern working

enviromments.
8. The increase in income enables the trained women to cope
with the ever rising costs of living.

_-Thﬁs, the_completion.of vocational.t;aining af the Center
has ﬁade many changgs for fhe betterments in lives of these northern
women. | .

The aghievements of the Welfare and Vocéinnal Training‘
Center for northern womén in Lampaﬁg.piovince have made Dééartment
of Public Welfare to consider the poliéy to sef up vocational training

centers in other regions of Thailand of which the one in -the Northeast

.is the most probable.

However,'the study would like tp propose a recoﬁmendation
to_imprové the Center's perfbrmance,-that ig; in addition to offerring
.vgcational training,_new cqurseé which could be of great impo;tapce
in sélf adjus;ments to modern working enviromnments, such as iaﬁour
iaw, sociél sécurity las and health educaticﬁ should‘also be offer¥éd.

The.setting up of ﬁgﬁeﬂ's vocétioﬁal training céﬁter in
Lampang proyinge has created a model with a method of how to solve
the problem of uhemployment.émbng northern women in a:véry efficient
gnd effective way. The rights and wrongs which are indicated in

this study would be priceless example to the later similar projects.



