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This research has the objective to study the campaisn to suppress
vote buying in the general election on March 22, 1992. Ministry of Interior
has formulated the policy of promoting and disseminating political
knowledge and consciousness to Thai voters including providing supervision
on the election to make it clean and just according to the project of
democracy dissemination at, village level of which Changwat, Amphoe,
Sub-Amphoe and Municipality are assigned to carry out the task as planned.

The scope of this study is to examine the format and the methods of
conduction the work of the operational groups which disseminate democrat.ic
ideclogies in Chiang Mai Municipal area. Data are collected from
pperational reports, statistics, documents pertaining to the tasks of the
operatinal groups.

Apart. from the above mentioned objective, the study also has the
purpose to study the effects of socio-economic and psychological factors

vwhich affect the rate of turn out of voters in Chiang Mai Municiplity area.




These factors are namely:

economic factors sush as occupations, levels of inconme.

social factors such as sex, age, residence, education.

psychological factors such as lknowledge in polities, levels of

interest in politics, political attitudes and faith in politicians.

The study’s samples are: 14 leaders of ‘democracy dissemination
groups, 421 residents of municipal area and 2 administrators of poll watch
organization, region 5.

Data are collected by using questionaires, interviews and use
Chi-Square test to analyse the data.

The finding are as follow:

1. the operations to suppress vote buying has a characteristic of
giving order from top of pyramid. Ministry of Interior is the core of the
power with out delegating the power to Chiang Mai Municipality. Thus,
Chiang Mai Municipality lacks the autonomy in doing its task.

2. there are work duplications between Amphce Muang Chiang Mai and
Chiang Mai Municipality. |

3. owing to the short duration of time, the democracy dissemination
project, lacks orientations to change political cultures and attitudes which
brings about iﬁs failure.

4. it is found that certain socio-economic and psychological factors
have impacts on the pattern of vote casting of the people. Most of the
eligible voters who cast their votes receive only compulsory edeation and
earn less than 3,000 Baht a month. Therefore, vote buying would be most

effective among this group of voters.




