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ABSTRACT

Speech and communication problems in autistic children are critical problems that
needed intervention. Speech enhancement for these children is the most important method, however,
if the children are unable to speak, other communication systems are needed. This research aimed to
study the effectiveness of implementing the Picture Exchange Communication Systems (PECS)
among autistic children, Rajanagarindra Institute of Child Development (RICD), Chiang Mai. The
subjects were divided into 2 groups including 1) Three autistic children aged between 5-7 years
old who hade moderate severity of disease and received treatment program at RICD during
September to December 2010, and 2) Two health care personnels who used the Picture Exchange
Communication Systems in autistic children including a speech pathologist and a registered
nurse. Research instruments used in included 1) Picture Exchange Communication Systems
(PECS) in autistic children. 2) Personal data questionnaires 3) Recording from of PECS 4)
Communication Ability Measurement in preschool children, and 5) Program user questionnaire.

Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.



The results revealed that after using PECS the three autistic children improved their
communication dramatically comparing to pre implementation of the program. Moreover, the health
care personnel agreed that the Picture Exchange Communication Systems was 1) relative
advantage, 2) compatibility, 3) complexity, 4) trialability and 5) observability.

These results indicated the effectiveness of PECS and the feasibility to implement in

routine care as another option to enhance autistic children’s communication capability.



