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ABSTRACT

Mental health and psychiatric nursing is the care of psychiatric patients who have a
defect in their reasoning, decision making, cognitive ability, personality as well as interaction
with others. Psychiatric nurses almost certainly encounter complicated ethical issues when they
take care of patients similar to other general nurses. Therefore, psychiatric nurses need to be
conscious when taking care of the patients based on ethical nursing practice. In other words,
nursing ethics can be used as guidance for decision making and providing nursing practice.

This single group pre-post test quasi-experimental research design aimed to examine
the effect of moral reasoning skill training on moral competence of psychiatric nurses. The study
was done on 15 professional nurses working in the in-patient department at a psychiatric hospital
from July to August 2009. Moral Reasoning Skill Training Program developed by Sirima
Thongdee (2006) was applied as the intervention. Moral Competence Scale (MCS-167) developed
by Pantip Jormsri (2004) was used to collect data and its reliability with the Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient was 0.93. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and paired sample t-test.

The result revealed that;



The scores of moral competence of the psychiatric nurses after receiving the Moral
Reasoning Skill Training Program were statistically significantly higher than that of before
(p<0.05).

This study indicates that the Moral Reasoning Skill Training Program can enhance
moral competence among the psychiatric nurses. Therefore, training and evaluation should be
done continuously in order to enhance the psychiatric nurses encounters with ethical issues

appropriately. This will benefit patients and health care receivers.



