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ABSTRACT

Hand, foot, and mouth disease (HFMD) is a significant public health problem which
was pandemic in childcare centers. Caregivers are important people in prevention and control of
HFMD. The purpose of this descriptive study was to examine the practices of caregivers for
prevention of HFMD in childcare centers Mueang Chiang Rai District. The study focused on their
practices of personal hygiene, child caring and the environmental cleanliness of the childcare
center. The studied population were 225 caregivers working in childcare centers under the
Mueang Chiang Rai District Public Health Office and the data were collected in December 2008.
The study instrument was the practice in prevention HFMD questionnaire developed by the
researcher from literature review and relevant studies. The data were analyzed by using
descriptive statistics.

The finding revealed that the overall practices of caregivers for prevention of HFMD
in childcare centers were at the high level with mean of 3.62 (S= 0.58). The level of caregiver

practices on personal hygiene, child caring and the environmental cleanliness of the childcare



center were at the high level with mean of 3.64 ($=0.58), 3.64 (S=0.56) and 3.62 (S$=0.58)
respectively.
The results of this study can be used to promote maintaining of prevention HFMD in

childcare centers in Amphoe Mueang Chiang Rai.



