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ABSTRACT

Cost of nursing activities is important data for assessing the effectiveness of resources
utilized in providing nursing care to patients in each unit. However, there is no reported cost of
nursing activities in the medical intensive care unit, Uttaradit hospital. This study, therefore,
aimed to analyze the cost of nursing activities for patients admitted to the medical intensive care
unit from April 1, 2005 to March 31, 2006. During the period of study there were 19 nursing
personnel providing nursing care to 67 patients admitted to the medical intensive care unit. The
conceptual framework for cost analysis was introduced by Kaplan and Cooper (1998) which was
composed of 4 steps. The instruments used in this study included a nursing activity dictionary,
record forms for the data of labor cost, capital cost, material cost and time spend in nursing
activities, which were developed by the investigator. The content validity index of these
instruments was .99 and the interrater reliability of observation was 1.00. Data were analyzed by
using descriptive statistics.

The results of this study revealed that the cost of nursing activities for one patient per
day in the medical intensive care unit, Uttaradit hospital was 1,568.50 Baht. The proportion of
labor costs: capital costs: material costs were 768.69: 566.40: 233.41 Baht respectively. In
addition, the cost of nursing activities for one patient per day in the medical intensive care unit
was higher than the nursing services fee of intensive care unit determined by Thai Government
Procurement at 868.50 Baht. Nursing administrators can utilize the results of this study as the
database for determining the price of nursing activities, work assignments, resource allocation and

planning the unit budget for the medical intensive care unit, Uttaradit hospital.



