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ABSTRACT

Orthropaedic patients need special nursing care, therefore, orthopaedic nurses are necessary to
have appropriate competencies in providing care to these group of patients. The purpose of this
descriptive study was to study competencies of orthopaedic nurses in Uttaradit hospital as perceived
by the head nurses, one self, and their colleagues. Subjects included 28 professional nurses working in
trauma unit, male orthopeadic unit, and female orthopeadic unit of Uttaradit hospital. The instrument
used in this study was a orthopaedic nurses’ competencies questionnaire developed by the investigator
based on the conceptual framework of the Royal College of Nursing Society of Orthopaedic and
Trauma Nursing. The content validity index of this instrument was .95. The test-retest reliability of this
instrument appraised by the head nurse, postpartum nurses, and colleagues were 0.99, 0.86 and 0.98
respectively. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics.

The results of this study revealed that orthopaedic nurses’ competencies as perceived by
the head nurses, by one self, and their colleagues were at a high level (Ll = 3.08, G =0.13 ; L1 =3.38,
G =0.09; )L =3.34, 0 = 0.05 respectively). The nurse administrator can use the result of this study as

a database to improve the competencies of orthopaedic nurses in the future.



