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ABSTRACT

The elderly experience many dramatic changes including physical, emotional and
social changes. Received a good and sufficient social support from community will enhance the
older person to be healthy. The purpose of this study was to examine social support received by
the elderly in Nakac Community Huay-Or Subdistrict, Long District, Phare Province. Population |
included 73 older persons age 60 years and over and data collection were conducted in
September 2006, Research instruments included Demographic Data Recording Form and Social
Support from the Community Questionnaire developed by the researcher based on Schaefer,
Coyne, & Lazarus’s framework (Schaefer, Coyne, & Lazarus, 1981). Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics.

The results revealed that:

1. Overall social support was at a minimal level. Considering each aspect, it was
found that emotional support was at a moderate level, whereas tangible support and
informational support were at a minimal level.

2. Overall social support from family was at a moderate level. Considering each
aspect, emotional support was at a high level, whereas tangible support and informational

support were at a moderate level.



3. Overall social support from elderly club was at a minimal level. The aspect of
emotional support and tangible support were at a minimal level, whereas informational support

was at a moderate level,

4. Overall social support from local administration organization and the village
health volunteer were at a minimal level. The aspect of emotional support, tangible support
and informational support were also at a minimal level.

The study results could be used as basic information for community organization to

provide appropriate and qualified social support for older persons in the community.



