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ABSTRACT

Research utilization is importance and necessary for the improvement of health care delivery
system as well as the development of nursing profession. This descriptive study aimed to explore the
research utilization and the barriers to research utilization among 152 professional nurses working at
4" zone community hospital, Chiang Rai Province. The instruments used in this study were a
research utilization questionnaire of Burns and Grove (1987) and a barrier in implementation of the
research finding questionnaire of Funk, Champagne, Wiese, and Tornquist, (1991) developed by
Sumitra Weruwanarak (1996). The content validity indexes of both questionnaires were .89. Data
were analyzed by frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviations.

The results of this study reveal that

1. Professional nurses of the 4" zone community hospital in Chiang Rai Province utilized
research findings at a moderate level.

2. The barriers to research utilization were at a moderate level. The barriers of research
utilization in the dimension of communication, innovation, organization, were also found at moderate
level. However the barrier of research utilization in the characteristic of adopter dimension was found

at a minimal level.



The nurse administrators could use the findings of this study as databases in promoting
research utilization among professional nurses and decreasing the barriers of research utilization for

the improvement of quality nursing practice which result in organization quality.



