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ABSTRACT

Patients who are admitted to intensive care unit encounter stressful events, which
effect their recovery. Social support is important for patients to cope with stress and their illness.
The purpose of this study was to describe received social support among 112 patients admitted to
intensive care unit, Pua Crown Prince Hospital, Nan Province. Data collection was conducted
during September to December 2005. Instrument used in this study was Recieved Social Support
Questionnaire, developed by Jantip Wongwiwut (1993) and modified by researcher. It consisted
of demographic data form which included informational support, emotional support and tangible
support. Content validity was confirmed by panel of experts and found to be .95. Reliability
coefficient, based on Cronbach’s alpha coefficient, was.87. Data were analyzed using descriptive

statistics.



Results revealed that :

Patients who were admitted in intensive care unit and received total social support was at
a high level. (X =30.77, S.D.= 6.32). Considering each aspect, received tangible support was at a
high level (X=1 1.57, S.D.=1.79), and information support and emotional support were at
moderate levels. (X =9.39, S.D.=3.58; X=9.81,S.D.=3.32, respectively).

The results of the study can be used as basic data to improve nursing care for patients in

intensive care unit in order to receive appropriate social support.



