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ABSTRACT

Supportive care need is a necessary factor to improve quality of life among lung
cancer patients receiving chemotherapy, due to the physical, psychological, and social affects
from treatment and disease. This descriptive study explored the supportive care needs of lung
cancer patients receiving chemotherapy who were treated in medical wards at Maharaj Nakorn
Chiang Mai Hospital. Purposive sampling was used to select 88 subjects. Research instruments
consisted of Demographic Data Record Form and Supportive Care Needs Survey Questionnaire
(SCNS) (Bonevski et al., 2000), which was translated into Thai by researcher and back translation
by experts. Reliability was tested using Cronbrach’s alpha coefficient and overall reliability was
0.95. Data was analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The results revealed that:

Subjects reported their highest supportive care need in each of the five dimension:
1) Psychological needs, the need for support due to fear of metastasis (X=4.43,S.D.=092);
2) Health system and information needs, the need for access to professional counseling if they
or their family need it (X= 4.32,S.D. =0.54); 3) Physical and daily living needs, the need for
help when they are unable to do for themselves (X=3.55, S.D. = 1.02); 4) Patient care and

support needs, the need for hospital staff to understand their feelings and emotions (X = 4.03,



S.D. = 0.69); and 5) Sexuality needs, the need for information about how the disease effects
their sexual relationships (X= 3.93,S.D. =0.67).

These results could be used as a basic information for planning nursing care in order
to promote supportive care needs among lung cancer patients receiving chemotherapy and to

improve their quality of life.



