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ABSTRACT

Nursing Minimum Data Set (NMDS) is a set of the essential data and information with
minimal amount which is used as a standard nursing data and information. All levels of nurses,
from operational to policy making, can use the data for their situational assessment and decision
making. This study aimed to investigate opinions and operations of the nursing minimum data set
of the head nurses in the region 3 tertiary hospitals and their barriers and suggestions regarding
the data operations. Fifty three subjects who returned the completed questionnaire participated in
this study. The data were collected using the General Data Questionnaire, Opinions Regarding
the NMDS Questionnaire, the NMDS Operation Questionnaire, and Barriers and Suggestions
Regarding the NMDS Operation Questionnaire. The quantitative data were analyzed using
frequency, percentage and standard deviation. The qualitative data were analyzed using grouping
of terms, frequency and percentage.

The study results showed that 60 — 98.11 % of the samples agreed that all items in the
data set were worth to be collected. In the input processes, 33.96 — 92.45 % of the samples
collected all items in the data set. They mostly used the formatted forms and computer software
as the data collection tools. In the data processing processes, 52.83 — 98.11 % of the subjects
processed all items in the data set. Data were mostly processed manually. In the output

processes, 30.19 — 94.34 % of the samples reported all items in the data set. Each item was



reported in various frequencies. The formatted forms and computer files were used as means of
the report to the super ordinates by 73.58 % of the samples. The samples claimed that they used
all data for their service improvement. Subordinate supervisory for the data operations war
performed by 26.42 - 96.23 % of the subjects. All samples revealed of having assistants in the 3
processes of the data operations. Most of their assistants were professional nurses and technical
nurses. The samples pointed out that lack of time, no specific data to be collected, inappropriate
computer program use, and insufficient staff. They suggested the specification of the collected
data, the use of computer, development of the computer program for the data operation, and an
appointment of the data operating personnel.
The results from this study can be used as basic information for administrators to

consider the development of the efficient nursing data operation in the future.



