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ABSTRACT

Nursing minimum data set (NMDS) is a set of essential data and information in minimal
amount which after being managed can reflect all of the nursing activities performed by the nurse.
It can be used to assist the nursing decision making. The available data and information will be
useful if the data operation appears to be a good one. The purposes of this study were to examine
opinions and operations regarding nursing minimum data set (NMDS) of the professional nurses
in Phichit community hospitals, as well as their barriers and suggestions on the data operation.
The samples were 78 professional nurses working in Phichit community hospitals who returned
the completed questionnaires. The data were collected using questionnaires including Personal
Data and General Cdmputer Data Questionnaire, Opinion Regarding the NMDS Questionnaire,
the NMDS Operation Questionnaire, and Barriers and Suggestions Regarding the NMDS
Operation Questionnaire. The quantitative data analysis included frequency counting, and
percentage, mean and standard deviation calculation. Those qualitative data were analyzed by
grouping and the use of frequency and percentage.

The results of this study revealed that most of the samples, 61.51-97.44 % agreed that all
items in the NMDS were worth to be collected and stored. In the input processes, 42.31-96..15%

of the samples revealed their collection of all items in the NMDS. Formatted forms were the tool



mostly used in the data collection. The nurse’s note was named as the tool mostly used by 89.74%
of the subjects. The items which were collected by 90% and more of the subjects were listed in
the nursing elements. In the data processing processes, 66.67-100 % of the samples claimed of
processing of all items listed in the NMDS. There were 20 items processed by 90% and more of
the samples and all of them were listed in the nursing elements. Most of the items, 94.44 % were
processed manually. In the outcome processes, the samples made various frequencies of their
reports. The samples, 70.51% used the formatted forms, most of them were the nurses’ note, for
reporting the super ordinate. The samples, 44.87-91.03% of them, used all items in the NMDS for
the nursing service development. Most of the samples, 67.95%, blamed lack of time as one their
obstacles in the data operation. To overcome the obstacles, they recommended the improvement
of the organizational infrastructure, the computer system development, and training in the data
operation.

The results of this study can be used as databases for the nurse administer to consider the
future development of nursing informatics system and effective personnel training in the nursing

organization.



