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ABSTRACT

This independent study is aimed to study the characteristics of popular blogs and their
contents. This qualitative research focuses on the online communication format by using two
main techniques -- Observation and Content Analysis -- on the component and content of the
specified web blogs which are 15 selected popular blogs. Data is collected in table and presented
in an descriptive analysis. The period of study is during 1 December 2010 to 31 January 2011.

The study result reveals that the online communication format in the selected popular
blogs is the news reporting, up-to-date events as well as daily life of the bloggers. Among 15
bloggers, 5 of them are communicating and participating with their readers via comment box.

The study also found that most of the popular blogs often use template design. Only few
of the sample group change the background picture. Most of them use soft tone color for content
background color with a contrast font color making their contents easily to read. The popular
fonts are Ms Sans Serif and Tahoma, which are provided by the website template.

The result also discovered that bloggers emphasize on the content rather than the design
and appearance. The content presented is done in news reporting format, news analysis based on
personal attitude as well as referring to other sources. For language usage, these bloggers use
formal language in the main content and some bloggers who communicate with their readers in

the comment box tend to use informal language such as chatting slangs and icons.



