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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study aimed to investigate the tourism potential of the Pa Miang
community, and the development of the community’s relationship to the Ja Son National Park
regarding tourism management. The data was collected by interviewing the villagers and the
government officials responsible for the area supervision and involved in the tourism activities.
Moreover, observations, area surveys, and the study of documents, ariticles and findings from
research associated with eco-tourism yielded additional data.

The findings demonstrats the potentiality of the community in managing eco-tourism
because of its beautiful surrounding and rich natural resources, eco-system, and biodiversity. The
community is also culturally interesting. Situated on the valley plateau, the villagers’ ways of life
are related to forests. Miang (chewing tea leave) has been extensively cultivated. The leaves are
processed to become the local product which yielded a community income. The Miang
production reflects the local wisdom as well as how well the community has learned to live in
harmony with nature. However, after the forests in the area were declared protected and managed
by the Ja-Son National Park, certain rules regulating the use of the forests were set up. The use of
the forest area become illegal. This results in conflicts between the two parties. The problems

have been gradually lessened when eco-tourism was introduced and both parties collaborated in



its management. Among various ecotouristic activities, homestay enables tourists to learn the
villagers’ way of living.

Despite the benefits derived from ecotourism, there is still a need to improve the
knowledge in ecotourism management and marketing strategies in order to increase local peoples’
income. A study of the community’s capacity in catering to the tourists should be conducted to
prevent the adverse impact on the environment. Finally, a study on the effects tourism has on the

community should pave ways for sustainable tourism in the future.



