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ABSTRACT

The research entitled, “A Role of Buddhist Monks at Doi Pha Som Temple in
Environmental Promotion and Development, Sufficiency Economy Workshop Center, Mae Sab
Sub-district, Samoeng District, Chiang Mai Province”, was intended 1) to study a role of Buddhist
monks in Doi Pha Som Temple in environmental and development, sufficiency economy workshop
center, Mae Sab Sub-district, Samoeng District, Chiang Mai Province, 2) to study factors
concerned with the monks’ role, and 3) to study the monks’ processes and techniques in
environmental and development.

This study is a qualitative research, the data of which were collected through participant
and non-participant observations, informal interviews, focus group discussion and recording. The
data were then analyzed by means of the qualitative data analysis, classifying various factors and
interpreting the meanings of phenomena, and pointing up functional relationship illustrative of
community pictures in detail regarding a diverse range of the related contexts.

Results of the study could be concluded that from the community context it was found that
the Sufficiency Economy Workshop Center in Doi Pha Som Temple was established under the
leadership of Ven. Phra Sorayuth Jayapafifio and Phra Sangkom Dhanapafifio. The main objectives
in its establishment are to resolve the community’s poverty problem, for which both venerable
monks used the Four Noble Truths in finding out solutions, and discovered the four principles for
solving the aforesaid problems as follows: 1) conserving natural resources and headwater forests, 2)

persuading people to resort to organic farming which is right and sustainable, 3) instructing villagers



to know how to use alternative energy and conserve the energy, and 4) sustaining the family
occupation through sufficient educational management to perpetuate the family inheritance. In this
regard, the implementation of all programs was an application of the royal principle of sufficiency
economy to the community context.

The role of Buddhist monks in environmental promotion and development was summarized
through three dimensions: 1) dimension of implementing the project and mobilizing activities, 2)
socioeconomic dimension, and 3) dimension of natural resources and environment, which caused a
good change to community in five aspects: man, environment, economic system, income and
education.

As for the factors regarding the monk’s role in the environmental promotion and
development, they were divided into two parts: 1) internal factors consisting of man (the aforesaid
two developing monks), activity-organizing media, family institution, working atmosphere, and
finance inside the Sufficiency Economy Workshop Center, and 2) external factors consisting of
budget, supportive capital sources such as finance, personnel, material supply, equipment,
community network, and supports from public sector, both directly and indirectly.

The processes and techniques of monks in environmental promotion and development
could, based on activity, be divided into two clusters: the first dealing with activities for creating
nine learning bases and the second with home school learning activity. And the monks’ techniques
were divided into major and minor techniques in each activity. In addition, the major technique was
subdivided into four: 1) the technique using charisma and belief system and value, 2) the technique
of participation, 3) the technique of learning exchange, and 4) the technique of monitoring and

evaluating the implementation.



