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ABSTRACT

A study of “Social Impacts of the Chiang Mai —Mae Hong Son Rope Way Project
A Case Study of Mae Lao Village, Papae Sub-district, Mae Tang District, Chiang Mai Province.”
aimed to investigate the positive and negative impacts of the Rope Way project, and to propose
recommendations to mitigate any negative impacts. The investigator applied the qualitative and
quantitative methods to obtain data by using observations, in-depth interviews, questionnaires,
and focus group discussions, including content analyses.

The study revealed that the social positive impacts could be community such as
gains on the land compensation, water reservoir constructions for agriculture and fish raising,
and local road repairs. Electrical system could be available for the households, and supplied for
the ropeway project. The villagers would have more health services, and opportunities to from
groups for tourism services.

The negative impacts of the ropeway project could have the natural environment,
area utilization, landslide the rainy season, and affect the under ground water system. Mae Lao
stream might be contaminated with the construction waste, and obstructed. If there was no any
preventive or mitigating strategies, the project might cause flooding within the villages or the
agriculture areas.

During the construction period, noise pollution might occur from the use of
helicopter. Heavy trucks might destroy the local roads, while the construction might increase the

electricity demand and cause global warming eventually.



In order to mitigate the negative impacts, plans should be set up such as
reforestation, soil structure study, and community electricity demand. In addition, supplement,
any occupations should be prepaid in accordance with the concept of sufficient economy.

In terms of health care, some necessary programs should be established
to prevent the communicable diseases, educate people about waste management and register

the outside labors force.



