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ABSTRACT

The study on opinion, knowledge, understanding about forest fire and
participation of people in forest fire control and prevention had the objective to find problem,
difficulties and recommendation on forest fire control and prevention in Baan Mai Sankayom,
Baan Pong sub district, Hangdong district, Chiang Mai province. The study population consisted
of 87 Baan Mai Sankayom villagers and the main sources of information included official
community leaders such as President of Baan Pong sub district Administrative Organization,
Head of Baan Mai Sankayom village; and unofficial leaders i.e. 5 group leaders. The study
instruments were questionnaire, interview form, observation form and the collected data was
analyzed by frequency, percentage, means and standard deviation.

The study’s finding was as follow:

The villagers’ opinion and understanding about forest fire was at the medium level. For
instance, the villagers believed that the forest fire resulted from drought season which contained a
lot of dry leaves, tree branches, grass and other dry materials which were easy to be burnt and the

villagers themselves burned the garbage in the community, the farms or burned the forest with



various reasons. Accordingly, the forest fire happened annually in the area of Deciduous

Dipterocarp Forest around the village and some of them believed that if the forest fire was not

severe, it should be useful for farming in the next season, including it helped the grass growing at
the beginning of rainy season so there was enough grass for livestock i.e. cattle and there were
also mushroom and forest edible plants for the villagers. The villagers, therefore, were convinced
that the forest fire was not severe enough that it destroyed the whole forest and old big trees.

In addition, the people’s participation in forest fire control and prevention and in
benefits was found at the medium level. Thus, such activities was difficult to have the villagers’
participation as they had to dedicate the whole day and night, moreover, the activities was risky
and the forest fire involved bodies had not provided any budget for any employment.

The procedure of the people’s participation in forest fire control and prevention, by
concept and theory of the community participation, needed to be ideology and have strong leader
for attending the public activities together. From the study, it was found that the Baan Mai San
kayom’s villagers slightly participated in such activities, no matter which procedure as they were
lack of understanding and sub consciousness in such public interest. They thought that these
should be the responsibility of the involved government units. Though on important occasions
every year the meetings were set to instruct the villagers, most of them did not have sufficient

participation still.



