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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the community context and the salt production
area in Ban Dontan, Ban Peu District, Udon Thani Province, the environmental change from salt
production of people in the community and environmental management as well as to propose
potential solution.

From the study, it was found that geographical condition of the community is sandy soil
and plateau. Most villagers are agriculturists. They depend on Lam Huay Seed for consumption
and agriculture purposes. They also utilize the forest resources from Kheur Nam and Pah Nong
Yai forests. There are two salt production buildings in the village and another nine buildings
outside the village. The buildings are adjacent to both streets and fields. The household salt
production industry in Ban Dontan is performed according to local tradition. They pass on their
beliefs, reflecting the superstitious relationship with revered gods such as the mother goddess of
the land or the guardian spirit of the salt pool. People perform a worship ceremony before they
start salt production business. People also abide by the taboos and pay respect to the guardian

spirit of the salt pool and the mother goddess of the land to remind them not to over-consume



natural resources. But due to social development, people have changed their ways of managing
and learning about their business and now get together as an informal group of salt producers.
They have adapted new technologies in salt production, resulting in the rapid consumption of
natural resources. The salt production has thus changed from vocational activity to a more
commercial purpose.

As for the environmental change caused by salt production, it is found that there is no
change in terms of soil color, with no effect in regard to plants coverage. The water surrounding
the area turned black, but there were few dead fish or other aquatic species. There has been a
decrease in the forest area and therefore, decrease in its use as a food supply as compared to the
past. This is due to human encroachment forest for agriculture purpose as well as a source for
firewood. As for environment a management, people try to prevent negative environmental
impact by setting aside pool for polluted water to control its release into the surrounding area .
They also solve the problem by applying to 5 R in resource conservation. They changed from
using forest —collected firewood to husk and utilizing salt water under the ground. Most salt
production buildings have a pool for polluted water, but not the standard one.

As for environmental management and proposed potential solution, it is found that most
people need regulations to control the resource utilization for the utmost advantage. They also
need the exact limit depth of soil digging for salty water to prevent erosion of soil pool. Most of
them need the improvement on preventing the polluted water from flowing into the fields so as
not to affect the agriculture or water supply. They also want to have the area around the salt
production area dredged. Most of them accept that they want to continue salt production, so that

they don’t have to work outside the village.



