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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to study land use change of community in the vicinity
of Mae Fah Luang University and 2) to study the impacts of land use change on the community.
This study combined quantity and quality methods by collecting quantity data through
questionnaires, interview and non participatory observation. The samples consisted of 230 villagers
of Ban Heawpoo, Ban Santonkok and Ban Sripasang while quality data were collected from 40
village representatives. The data were statistically analyzed by means of percentage, mean,
maximum, minimum, standard deviation and using GIS to analyze land used mapping. The results
can be concluded as follows:

The most changing of land use of in studied area were found in agricultural area when
comparing the land used mapping between 2539 and 2547 BE. The agricultural area of 17.24%
turned to be idle land due to the land speculation and 11.54% has been converted to university area.
About 7.72% of forest area has also become university area. In addition, the results show that land
use has been changed from agricultural land and residential area to be business area accounting for
1.23% and 1.05% respectively. Moreover, 1.03% of forest land has been cleared to be agricultural
land.

The impacts of land use change on the community can be summarized as follows:

For environmental and physical changing, most samples agreed at high level (i =3.62) on

the issues of high-rise buildings and the increasing of garbages. Problems have been found along



the main road, especially the problems of high-rise construction and flooding around the community
area.

On economical aspect, the samples’ opinion (i = 3.82) indicated the high increase of land
price in the community. However, this could be benefits to some people and creating new incomes
and careers such as driver, retailer, food seller, shop house and dormitory business. The long term
impact on community economy may be the conversion of fertile agricultural land for other purposes
and the lack of land for low income people.

Population and social aspect based on the samples’ opinion at high level (i = 3.51)
included the issues of increasing number of population, more opportunity for education, decreasing
of life safety, changing traditional ways of life, more labor migration, generating gap of income

among people and more problems among teenagers.
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