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ABSTRACT

The study of Conflicts over Water Usage of Highland Community in the Area
of Upper Mae Khan River, Amphoe Samoeng, Changwat Chiang Mai aimed at
investigating the water utilization of those communities around upper Mae Khan river
and to find out means applicable for problems derived from the conflicts as such. This
qualitative study was conducted in order to retrieve data with participatory and without
participatory observation; profound interviews and group discussions were made. It
was launched over the upper Mae Khan river in which two villages were located — Baan
Mae Ta la of Yung Mern Sub-District and Huey Tao of Boa Kaew of Sameung District,
Chiang Mai Province. The number of population from those two villages was 427 of 83
households set aside as target group of the population around the upper and lower Mae
Khan river. The data derived, as far at the content and tripartite parties were concerned,
was analyzed and descriptively presented. The results showed that:

1) Patterns of water utilization found in those two communities were found
as household consumption via the hill water supply. Agricultural practices were relied
upon rain fed cultivation while water from creeks was made for rice growing and was
partially provided for livestock.

2) Conflicts found among those two communities were in forms lower Mae

Khan river to have a problem of water shortages and quality of water for consumption,



water being made use of when rainy season being over, Furthermore to have a problem
livestock and including to have a problem gained from other rich water resources.

3) Means applicable for problem solving made possible if both
communities joined hands in creating practical regulations for both communities by the
government to coordinate activities regarding the conservation of rich forests for

watersheds.



