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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this independent study was to examine the roles and the participation
of the villagers in community forest management, potential of community involvement and to
analyse the factors that impact villagers’ potential in forest management in Ban Phae community,
San Kampaeng district, Chiang Mai province.

The data in this qualitative study was collected data by interviewing key informants,
holding group discussions, participating and non-participating observations and by researching
relevant documents, articles and reports. The data was analysed and classified into related groups,
and described according to the theories and purpose of the study.

The resuit of this study revealed that Ban Phae villagers have_lived close to nature and
had an interdependent relationship with the forest from the past to present and believe in the
worth of nature such as spirit of water head. It is clear that the forest has given both direct and
indirect benefits to them, They are able to utilise the forest, however villagers must follow the
rules and regulations set forth by the community. Because of the strong social relations in the
community such as beliefs have been passed down from generation to generation. Traditional
ceremonies have been arranged every year in order to maintain the fertility of the forest and to

ensure the equity and sustainability of the relationships between the community and the forest.



Baan Pac villagers participate in activities related to and utilise the community forest
because they recognize the important of their forest. However, they have unofficially taken part in
identifying forest problems and their causes, and were involved in informal monitoring and
evaluation of forest activities, Furthermore, they have not been involved in the planning process
because they have confidence in and trust the village headman and committee to devise a proper
plan.

Baan Pae villagers showed high potential in‘ forest management since their social and
cultural relationships are interdependent. This results in good management, preservation and
conservation of forest, which reflects the strong relationship between community and nature.
They conserve the forest based on their culture, traditions, belief and ceremonies, which reflects
their belief in the worth of nature, An exsample was their belief in the spirit of water head, to
whom they pay respect in order to properly request for adequate rain and good agricultural
productivity. The villagers also manage the forest in terms of joint-ownership and community
rights. They have strictly rules and regulations set forth by the community. Villagers who have
violated them will be punished by community sanction. As a result, Ban Phae has been known as
having high potential for maintaining the fertility of the forest.

One of the factors influencing the Ban Phae villagers' potential in the community
forest management results from their experience with serious droughts in the past. This gives
them a sense of strong determination to protect their. forest through customs, beliefs and
ceremonies that connect to the worth of nature, helps them to realize their strong community bond
and leads to a high level of expectation from other sectors i.e. government, private sector, etc.
which has become the main factor that help to conserve and protect their community forest in

order to benefit all the villagers.



