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Abstract

The main objectives of this research, namely, the Pattern of Sustainable Eco-
tourism Management: A Case Study of Pong Nam Ron Sub-district, Pong Nam Ron District,
Chantaburi Province, were to study : (1) the physical and social context of the areas for eco-
tourism in Pong Nam Ron sub-district, Pong Nam Ron District, Chantaburi Province current
situations; (2) the problems and obstacles relevant to the eco-tourism within the studies
areas; and (3) develop pattern of sustainable eco-tourism management appropriate to the
environmental conservation within the areas.

This qualitative research identified 3 groups of key informants within the district.
Those were the government officials at the district and sub-district levels, traveling agents
relating to rafting and eco-téurism activities, and concemed people in the community. The
researcher applied a number of different items to collect data. Those were interviewing
items, observation ifems. and items for focus group discussions and documentary analysis.

The data were, then, checked and descriptively analyzed.



The resuits of the research were as follows:

1. The geographical and social contexts of Pong Nam Ron Sub-district, Pong
Nam Ron district, Chantaburi province were rather supportively appropriate for eco-tourism
activities. There were abundance of natural resources within the areas, consisting of
diversity of trees in the forests and about 56 animal species. The people’s main occupation
was agriculturists, earning their livings from famous fruit orchards, gardening, and farming.
The famous fruit orchards were an attractive factor that might have an attractive capacity to
draw atiention from tourists in addition to the beautiful stream, fertilized forests and soft
adventure tourism activities. Rafting with rubber boat had a tendency to draw more number
of tourists into the district and sub-district.

2. The problems and obstacles relevant to the eco-tourism within the sub-district
could stem from the local people's main occupations in agriculture. This occupation could
help them make more money than involving in eco-tourism in which they had little
knowledge and understanding. As a consequence, they took no interest in the eco-tourism
activities. Hence, they had no participation in creation, planning, decision-making,
implementing, benefit sharing and monitoring including evaluation in any tourism activities,
which were developed by the outsiders. However, there was no tourism promotion among
the local people and even for the tourists to know Pong Nam Ron areas and natural
resource as much as it should have been.

Although, Pong Nam Ron sub-district had abundant natural resources available
for eco-tourism activities, there was no tourism promotion policy implementation within the
areas. There was no promaotion action plan from the local authority. The private sector as the
community outsiders organized their tourism activities without the community participation,
resulting in less interest and involvement from them as partners. However, the outsiders had
no fourism promotion and personnel with good knowledge and understanding  of

sustainable eco-tourism management and activities.



3. The pattern of eco-tourism management appropriate for environmental
conservation within  Pong Nam Ron sub-district Pong Nam Ron sub-district should be
developed. It should be contain a sustainable eco-tourism characteristic with local people
and stakeholders' awareness, participation and fair income distribution. Moreover, such
pattern should lead the stakeholders to be aware of the environmental impacts, and tourism
source conservation,

As the local people had small income at the current stage, this pattern should
encourage them to conduct some simple tourism activities with self-reliance such as
downstream through the rapids to look at orchard an agro-tourism-a;nd hdme stay tourism

management.



