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Abstract

This study, namely, Environmental factors influencing land ownership: A
case study of evacuated people affected by the construction of Mae Kuang Dam, aimed
at comparing the physical environment of the villagers who changed and not yet changed
the land ownership, and to analyse the factors affected their decisions on changing in

land ownership in Mae Hak Pattana village, Moo 9, Tambon Nongyang, Sansai District,
Chiangmai Province.

A set of questionnaires was administrated with 230 samples in addition to
secondary data study, interviews and observations in Mae Hak Pattana village. The data

obtained from the survey were analysed by the use of statistical package for social
science (SPSS).

The findings showed that the physical environment of land was plain and
sandy soil. The difference of two groups of villagers who changed and not yet changed
the land ownership was composed of inconvenient to access to a plot of land, sufficiency
in water agricultural use and provision of infrastructure. The opinions of two groups
were different in the multiple land use design and infrastructure preparing. The villagers
who changed the land ownership had opinion that the water agricultural use was the
most important which affected their decisions to change the land ownership.

Therefore, the culture and way of life of the evacuated people affected by the
national development programme should be seriously studied to prepare the suitable
circumstance for their living and relate to their indigenous folkways.



