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ABSTRACT

rThe objectives of this research were to study 1) the opinions of the communities in
Omkoi Wildlife Sanctuary towards the process of Ban Lek Nai Pa Yai project inn term of wildlifz
and forest resource conservation, and 2) their opinions concerning the impacts which were
resulted from the changes of society, living cénditions, and way of life in  Omkoi Wildlife
Sanctuary. The data were collected through 106 questionnaires given to representatives of each
Karen households in the area of Huay-Poo-Ling and Huay-E-Loo villages, Moo 3, Tumbol
Mhorn-Jong, Amphur Omkoi, Changwat Chiang Mai. The results oflthis study could be shown as
follows: |

The samplers were mostly male, married, average age of 42 years old, Buddhist and
Spiritualist, born in Huay-Poo-Ling and Huay-E-Loo villages and had the highest education level
on the primary level. The number of the members in each household was 4.4. The average time of
residence in the village was 41.02 years. They were partly able to listen, understand, and speak
Thai but most of themn could neither read nor write Thai. They were farmer and their average
income from the main occupation and the part time labor was 1189.81 and 751.51 baht per
month, respectively. They mostly had their own farm land without the document of proprietary

rights and used their land by shifting cultivation which rotated between several sections of the

area. The average area of farm land per family was 8.4 rai. The productivity of rice was between



21 and 30 bin per rai per year and the other vegetables or fruits were lower than 450 kilograms
per rai per year. They usually kept all products for self-consumption.

From the study of the process of Ban Lek Nai Pa Yai project, it could be found that all
samplers had been informed about this project by the forestry officer of forest conservation
management office 16. Most of them truly understood the objectives and targets .of' this project
which were to conserve the rich forest, and develop the community awareness in the forest and
wildlife conservation. Most of them agreed that they had the benefit and satisfied 1} the forest and
. wildlife conservation, forest fire prevention, firebreak border, fire patrol route 2) the forest
restoration to revive the watershed area and 3) the improvement of infrastructure, society and
standard of living within the community by weave training and founding weaver group.

The study of impact from the process of Ban Lek Nai Pa Yai project could be concluded
that there were two impacts occurred: impact to the community and impact to the resources in the
community. 1) For the impact to the community, it was found that most of the samplers agreed
that the project operation had affected the community in the way that it was moderately improved,
cleaner, and had no disease. The project also had affected the social system that the community
was extremely improved because they received more information from outside sources. Besides,
there were the great positive changes in the economy, occupation, and income. The housewife
group had been founded in order to supplement the family income. As a conclusion of the first
impact, it could be seen that the project had affected the learning process, self adaptability, and
local wisdom in the cornmunity.-;) For the impact to the resources in the community, it was
found that most of the samplers agreed that the project operation had affected the forest
conservation that it was greatly improved causing the richer forest. The project also had affected
the wildlife conservation in the waf that it was moderately improved. The wildlife animals lived
safely. Besides, the project had affected the forest restoration that it was very improved because

the air was naturally optimally moisturized so the weather in the daytime was more comfortable,



