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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the role and movement of
people’s participation in forest resources conservation. The.emphasis is placed on the
four steps of participation :problem and root-cause identification; planning; investment
and implementafion; and, follow-up and evaluation. The researcher aiso studied
the socio-cultural-economic information of the villagers, and the relationship between
personal, socio-cultural-economic attributes and villagers' participation in forest
resources conservation at Mae Tho National Park.

The target population consisted of household head or their representatives
using simple random sampling in four villages, Ban Dok Daeng, Ban Om Long , Ban
Mae Tho Luang (Karen), and Ban Mae Tho (Hmong) , Amphoe Hot, Changwat Chiang
Mai. The respondents were 108 sample villagers. Data collected by questionnaires;
and, in-depth interview and non-participatory observation were used in quantitative and
qualitative data respectively. Data analysis has been done through Statistical Package
for the Social Science (SPSS). Various statistical fests such as percentage, chi-

square test were used.




The research findings indicated that in Karen communities, their way of live:
socio-cultural-economic system are deeply related and high ethnicity. Their
occupation mainly agriculture. [n Mae Tho Laung, they make their living through
intensive commercial agriculture, rbut the others are subsistence. The utilizafion of
natural forest resources of Karen is very conservation-oriented and cause very few
changes in the forest, that keep the ecological balance. At Ban Mae Tho (Hmong),
there are a lot of ethnic groups, but 80 percent of them are Hmong. Almost all of
them are agriculturists, manage their agricultural land as commercial agriculture,
mainly growing cabbages. In the past time, the utilization forest resources of Hmong
was seriously destructive. Nowadays, they have to manage their agricultural land
intensively because of the restriction of National Park Law.

in  overview, people paricipation in forest resources conservation is
moderate. Meanwhile the participation steps; problem and root-cause identification;
planning; investment and implementation are at medium level, the follow-up and
evaluation step show at a low level.

The result of the relationship between independent variables and people
participation in forest resource conservation indicated the ethnicity , social status,
gaining in forest information, amount of agricultural land holding, and used to
coliect forest minor products were statistically significant, but age, fevel of
education, and access to the forest were not stafisticaily significant,

This research recommended that both state and private organizations should
support and promote communities or organization in conservation forest which get
more potential in forest conservation in term of managing forest resources around their
villages as community forest. Moreover the govemnment should support them

informative knowledge, appropriate technology and accept their rights by law.




