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Abstract

The independent study on “Environmental Impact from the Change of
Songkran Festival in Lampang Municipality” aims to study the significance
and values on environmental conservation of traditional Songkran festival
practices, changes and factors causing changes in Songkran festival
practices, and the impacts of such changes on the environment in tampang.

The study employs the following techniques : analysis of related
documents i.e. academic books/journals, seminar reports, statistics reports
and media content ; interviewing key informants i.e. Buddhist monks, experts
on cultures and environment, concermned governmental and non-governmental
personnel, and the general public ; and observation of Songkran activities
during the festival. The data obtained was then discriminated, organized, and
associated in relation to the study's objectives and framework.

Major findings of the study include the following.




Songkran Festival is a tradition that has been practices and passed on
in Thai society for hundreds of years. Traditionally, Songkran Day is regarded
as Thai New Year's Day. Major activities people do during such festival include
offering food to the monks, building sand pagodas in temple areas, releasing
captive birds and fish, calling on the elders to receive their blessings, and
pouring water to one another.

Traditional practices in Songkran festival have significant meaning and
contribution to environment conservation in many ways. For example, the Dam
Hua ritual reflects the spirit of forgiveness, respects, and unity among the
people. Collecting sand from the river and bringing it in the temple not only
helps to remove the sediments from the river but also to make the temple
ground clean. Birds and fish releasing is also a way to conserve wildlife.

Traditional Songkran in Lampang started to change when it was
organized by a central body on a larger scale in stead of being cerebrated in
individua! local communities as in the past. The Emeral Buddha from Wat
Phrathat Lampang Luang in Koh Kha District was carried around the town so
that every body would have an opportunity to give him a blessing bath. When
Lampang Municipality started to take a lead in organizing Songkran festival
ceremony, several activities were included into the event, i.e. Songkran Beauty
parade and contest, canned or stocked food offering, birds and fish releasing,
and horse carriages parade (as an identity of Lampang). Moreover, a parade
to cerebrate Salung lLuang-a giant silver bowl was initiate by Lampang’s

Heritage Promotion Group. These changes in practices and activities of




Songkran festival were due to several reasons, i.e. to enable the people, the
monks, and concermed agencies to participate in the event more conveniently;
to imitate what had been done in other provinces; to promote tourism, to
promote local identity and to centralize the event.

The aforementioned changes have significantly environmental impacts
in Lampang in term of the quantity and quality of garbage and waste during
and after the festival. There is a large amount of wastes from left over food,
banana leaves, plastic bags, polystyrene boxes, fruit peels, flowers, candles
and incense sticks, and paper strips. Tﬁe amount of such waste is 20-30 times
more than that of regular days. Moreover, there is an excessive use of water
which is quite rare during the dry season. The amount of waste water disposed
into natural water resources is also quite high. It is also found that traditional
environmentally friendly activites such as house clean-up, proper water
pouring, fish releasing, etc. have gradually been fading away as times passed

by.




