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ABSTRACT

This descriptive study employed qualitative data collection. The primary objective is to
explore a concept and pattern of oral health promotion and prevention as well as circumstances which
influence oral health service provision. This study also aims to prepare dental health professional to
serve public under the national public health policy, sub-district health promotion hospital and dental
fund. The study was conducted in Trang province from June 2010 to September 2011. In depth
interviews were carried out among a group of 29 dentists and dental hygienist who had started
working since1997-2009 and had working experience in dental public health under the primary health
care policy and Universal Health Coverage Scheme.

Results showed that dental health professional have biomedical concept so called disease
oriented and provided passive services which emphasize on treatment and disease control. These
concept and service pattern is in contrast with the national public health policy where focus on the
prevention and promotion or ‘prevention is better than cure’. This is because of the lack of new
paradigm or conceptual framework, culture of dental health professional and government

organization structure that highlight practice rather than health idea and concept.



In brief, the findings reflected that the service provision of dental health professional in
Trang province based on attemption to decrease tooth decay rather empower and enable public
capability. This phenomena was due to the absent of understand and skill of implementation of oral

health promotion and prevention intervention based on the new concept of public health.



