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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed to determine dental caries status and oral hygiene in children aged
2-3 years, and assess oral health care behavior by mothers and also to dertermine whether there is,
the relationship between such behavior by mothers who were associated in the project in Early
Childhood, or so called “Mae Look Fun Dee 102 Pee Som Dej Ya” during the year 2003-2005,
or not in Ban Hong District, Lamphun Province, One hundred sixty mothers, who had 2-3 years
old children were stratified randomly selected. The caries status was assessed by dmft index and
oral hygiene was assessed by plaque index. The oral health care behavior of mothers to thier
children were assessed by interviewed questionnaire. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics.
Chi-square test was used to determine the relationship between the participation in the project of
mothers and their health care behavior.

The results revealed that the dental caries prevalence of primary teeth in 2-3 years old
child was 33.1%, the mean dmft was 1.54 +2.64 teeth per person. Their oral hygiene were quite
good and the mean plaque index (PI) was 0.49 £ 0.58. According to mother’s behavior, 78.8% of
the children were bottle fed while 72.2% of them prefer before bed time and 20.6 % usually sleep

with the bottles however 78.1% of the children drank water after milk. About 83.1% of mothers
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reported that their children frequently brush their teeth. No statistical singnificance were found
among the relationship between the participation of the mothers, in “Mae Look Fun Dee 102 Pee
Som Dej Ya” project, and some behaviors such as bottle feeding, cleansing behavior and dental
services utilization.

The results indicated that, dental caries were found in preschool children when they were
early childhood. The mothers in this study had in-appropriated oral health care behavior which
conducted to dental caries. Their awareness should be focused for the behavioral modification in

order to reduce the prevalence and severity of dental caries in preschool children,
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