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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to assess the dental fluorosis situation and behavior
toward restraining from high fluoride in drinking water among people in Ban San Kayom, Ma
Kua Chae Subdistrict, Mueang District, Lamphun Province. The dental fluorosis situation was
assessed in 41 children aged 11-13 years old. The assessments of behavior toward restraining
from high fluoride in drinking were carried out in 310 general populations which calculated
by using Krejcie and Morgan table. Data were collected by interviewing with questionnaires.
Data analyzed by descriptive statistics in the form of frequency and percentage.

The results showed that the prevalence rate of dental fluorosis was 95.1% and the
degree of severity was mainly moderate. Although the prevalence of dental fluorosis was still
high but the degree of severity was decreased significantly, when compared with the result of the
survey in 1995. This can be claimed that due to the effectiveness of the intervention in the past.
The results also show that 100 % of the sample used save water for bottle-feeding, 92.3 % of the
sample drink water from safety sources but only 45.2% use safe water for cooking. When
compared these behaviors with ones in the past and compared with another community which
have the same problem and had different intervention, we found that all of these preventive

behaviors in Ban Sankayom were improved and better than another community. The results also



showed that the samples’ perception of risk and severity in some topics still insufficient. To
increase the perception in these topics are expected to increase the preventive action of the
population. However the cost and accessible to safe water were still the main contributing factors
in choosing water for consumption. As long as the unsafe pipe water is still at hand, the risk is

there, so providing safe pipe water to communities will be the sustainable solution.



