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ABSTRACT

A descriptive study aimed to explore the disability beneficiaries that people
with disabilities in Mae Sariang District, Mae Hong Son Province received from the
government as well as to determine whether these government provided benefits meet
with their needs and finally to identify hurdles of receiving the government disability
beneficiaries. Participants were 165 people with disabilities who live in Mae Sariang
aged at least 18 years old and registered with the Provincial Office of Social
Development and Human Security, Mae Hong Son Province except people with
mental, behavior or learning disorders. Data were collected using the interviewed
questionnaires and analyzed using descriptive statistic.

Results showed that the medical beneficiaries that meet with the participants’
needs were diagnostic investigations and medical treatments. The highest need in
medical service that was not provided by the government was equipment repairing
service with free of charge. The participants also suggested that the government
should provide the rehabilitation physicians in the area. For vocational support, the
government provided vocational trainings and employment that more suitable with
their disabilities and meet with their needs. Career development policy such as
marketing was the need that was not currently provided by the government. In

addition, the participants suggested that the government should implement community



employment for people with disabilities. The provision of social support that the
participants needed the most was sustenance allowance. At present, it was not covered
for all people with disabilities. Social worker consultation was another issue that the
participants needed but did not receive from the government. Overall, the participants
were satisfied with the government medical supports. They identified hurdles of
receiving government support in vocation and social aspects. Specifically they found
that the equipments used in the workplace were not designed for people with
disabilities. Those who were unemployed did not have vocational training in their
community. Finally the disability allowance was not covered all individuals with
disabilities. One problem of the disability beneficiaries program was that it was found
from the central government and implemented as one plan throughout the country
regardless of the geographical, environmental and cultural differences. The above
factors together with the different types of disabilities and degree of severities can

affect different needs of people with disabilities.



