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ABSTRACT

Health beliefs contribute to preventive behavior of diseases. The purposes of this
descriptive study were to examine the health belief in cervical cancer prevention among
Muslim females in Bangpu subdistrict, Yaring district, Pattani province. The sample, selected
through systematic random sampling, was 177 married women aged between 35 and 60 years
of age. The study instrument used for data collection included a questionnaire, which was
developed by the researcher. The content validity was 0.96 and reliability value, presented as
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient, was 0.76 . Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

Results of the study showed that the overall mean health belief score in cervical cancer
prevention among Muslim females was at a medium level (§=3.64 , S.D= 0.26). When
considering each aspect; perceived susceptibility to cervical cancer (;=3.80, S.D=0.46),
perceived benefit to action prevention to cervical cancer (;=4.12 , S.D=0.46) and perceived
barriers to prevent cervical cancer (; =3.74 , S.D=0.70) were at a high level, whereas perceived
severity to cervical cancer (;=3.19 , S.D=0.44) and health motivation to prevention cervical

cancer were at a medium level (; =3.33, S.D=0.40).



The results of this study suggest that health care providers should promote health
belief in cervical cancer prevention and the barriers of service to Pap smear for Muslim

females to encourage them to have Pap smear examinations.



