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ABSTRACT

Rabies remains a serious public health problem in Thailand. Although the dramatic
reduction of human rabies deaths was achieved, the number of suspected rabies virus exposure
cases were increased during the past decades. The objectives of this study were to describe the
distribution of rabies exposure, pattern of mammals vector exposure and treatment for suspected
rabies virus exposure cases in Paphayom district, Phatthalung province. A total of 565 cases of
persons who suspected rabies exposures and treatment in health center or hospital of government
were studied. The data were extracted from suspected rabies exposure case report (3.36) and
HCIS program.

The results revealed that most of suspected rabies virus exposure cases were female
with male to female ratio of 1:1.3. The majority of the victims age under 15 years old (38.4%)
were farmers (37.2%), live in Kohtao subdistrict (31.7%), and were exposed at Kohtao subdistrict
(30.6%) during June — August. The most frequently exposed areas of body were legs (37.5%).

The high risk (heads, faces, necks) exposure found in age groups under 15 years old more than



15 years old 6.8 fold. Most victims were exposed to dog 71.5%. Most of the mammals were more
than 1 year old (58.2%), owned (55.9%) but only 19.8% had a history of rabies vaccination. Only
17.2% of the suspected rabies virus exposure cases had a history of rabies vaccination, 71%
quarantined the mammal vector, 71.3% cleaned the wound with soap or detergent after exposure
but most of these did not apply the antiseptic (66%) and did not send mammal’s head for rabies
antibody test (99.3%), full vaccination were injected in only 59.4% of the victims. In conclusion,
the majority of the population had low awareness of rabies prevention and suspected exposed

persons were not treated appropriately.



