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ABTRACT

This study was conducted to study the characteristic of diarrhea in children under 5 years
, the personal sanitary behavior of the caretaker and the environment in household of diarrhea
children in Mae La Noi District , Mae Hong Son Province. The samples included 205 persons
selected from household with diarrhea children during January to December 2007, and 205
persons from household without diarrhea children. Questionnaire and observation form were
used to collect information. Relationship between potential risk factors and diarrhea were
analyzed by Fisher’s exact test and logistic regression.

The result of the study showed that the ratio of male of patients diarrhea children Under 5
Years to female was 1.2 : 1, the incidence was highest in age group 1 — 2 years (27.3 %), the
incidence was highest in May. Most patient were malnurished (48.3 %) and was prescribed
antibiotic(60.5%). The proportion of caretaker whom had correct hand washing before
preparing milk or meal for children, after excrete, before feeding children and telling the children
to wash their hand before meal was 7.8 % , 9.8 % , 8.3% and 5.0 % respectively. Some clean
and disinfect the udder(14.9%) and clean and disinfect the milk bottle and water bottle(57.1%).

Factors significantly associated with the diarrhea children were having kitchen in the house



(OR = 1.5, p =0.023 ), household hygienic level (OR = 1.5,p =0.031 ) and keeping animals in
the area of house (OR = 1.4, p=0.038).



