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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate food sanitation practice of food
handlers and food microbiological quality in ready to eat food shops and its relationship
between food sanitation practice of food handlers and food microbiological quality in ready
to eat food at canteen in a public university. There were two groups of samples, namely, handlers
persons (N=10) and ready to eat food (thai dressed salads, papaya salad and salads). Data of food
handlers were collected using observational record of sanitation practice which the reliability was
0.96. Fifteen kinds of food were collected two times on 17" to 24" February, 2009 from 5 food
shops. The total food samples were 30. The microbiological quality was determined as total
coliform, fecal coliform and E coli by MPN method (Most Probable Number). The method was
confirmed to the standard method produce of the Department of Medical Sciences, Ministry of
Public Health, Thailand. It was found that the overall mean score of sanitation practice of food
handlers was lower than standard level. For the microbiological quality analysis, the results
showed that total coliform were found in 6 of 15 kinds of food which were also found more than
the standard level. Fecal coliform and E.coli were also found more than the standard level in all
kinds of food. The relationship between food sanitation practice of food handlers and food
microbiological quality was positive. In other words, if food sanitation practice of food handlers

was lower than standard level, it may be affected microbial contamination in ready to eat food.



