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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive study was to describe knowledge and practice in
prevention of Amphetamine usage among High School students in Soem Ngarm District,
Lampang Province. The subjects in the study were 331 high school students in Soemngarm
Witthayakom School who were willing to participate in this study. The data were collected at the
selected school using a self-administered questionnaire designed for the purpose of this study.
The questionnaire included the questions to measure knowledge and practice in prevention of
amphetamine use among high school students. The study was conducted during 1 October 2007 —
31 May 2008. The data were analysed using descriptive statistics and statistical inference by
using Independent T-test, One way ANOVA and Pearson correlation.

The results of the study showed that 74.5% of the participants were female. 71.6% of
high school students had excellent amphetamine knowledge. The meantSD score for
amphetamine knowledge was 12.2%1.7 (from 15.0). The mean score of the female participants
were significantly higher than those of the male participants (12.3%1.5and 11.612.2 (p=0.009),
respectively). There was no significant difference in the mean scores among class levels (high
school 4, 5 and 6). The results showed that most students practiced appropriately in prevention of

amphetamine use such as they would not use amphetamine to be able to study late for an



examination or to helped soothing the feeling from the sadness or disappointment. However,
59.2% of students misunderstood that nicotine was the major chemical ingredient in amphetamine
formulation and 49.2% thought that an anti-inflammatory agent or an antibiotic would give
positive result for urine test for amphetamine. However some students could not refuse the
situations which leaded to amphetamine use. They could not refuse strangers who offered drinks
and their friends who persuaded them to use amphetamine. The study showed that there was a
correlation between the scores of amphetamine knowledge and the scores of appropriate practice
in prevention of amphetamine use (correlation coefficient = +0.200, p-value <0.001).

The study suggested that the high school students had high knowledge level regarding
amphetamine and practiced appropriately in the prevention of amphetamine use. However, some
students remained at risks for amphetamine use. Proper education at school and close caring are

necessary for these students to prevent the use of amphetamine.



