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Abstract

A cross-sectional study was conducted among 78 female commercial sex
workers in Muang district, Phrae, whose names appear in the list of AIDS and venereal
disease control unit, Phrae provincial health office during the month of June 1997, to
describe their self-esteems and AIDS preventive behavior, and their relationship with the
general characteristics. The information was obtained by a guestionnaire interview.
Descriptive statistics, Pearson’s product-moment correlation coefficient and the muliiple
regression were used in the analyses.

The score of self-esteems among the subjects was at the moderate level

(mean =2.29, SD =0.37) and the AIDS preventive behavior was inappropriate in



97.4%. Particular part and item analyses showed that 85.9% had inappropriate sexual
behavior namely, not asking their clients about any abnormal signs and symptoms of
sexually transmitted disease at the genital and surrounding areas (60.3%). Daily life
behavior was inappropriate in 83.3% namely, irregularity in receiving health or sexuaily
transmitted disease check-up (53.8%). Addictive substance use was reported in 57.7%
namely, consumption of alcoholic drink during their work (52.6%). There was no
association between the AIDS preventive behavior and the seif-esteems or the general
characteristics. However, a statistically significant association between the AIDS
preventive behavior and the income was detected by the muitiple regression analysis
(r=0.32,p<.05).

The results of this study may be useful in view of the future behavior
modification toward AIDS prevention, to decrease the risk of AIDS among these female

comercial sex workers.



