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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate smoking rate,
smoking behaviors, knowledge of cigarettes, opinions of smoking and
non smoking, social value of smoking, and to determine relationships
between the opinions and influencing factors of health center’s staff.
Studied population were all 127 male health staffs working at the
health center in Ratchaburi Province. Data were analysed by using
descriptive statistics and the hypotheses tested out by Chi—sduare

The findings were as follows :
1. In February 1995, it was found that 37.8 percent. of the
staff, were the smokers; -

2. Smoking behaviors were : smoked every day was 75.0 percent.,\\



started smcking at the age 16-20 years was 62.5 percent and duration
of smoking at 11-20 years was 39.6 percent.

3. All staffs had the knowledge of cigarette at a good level
of 48.0 percent and a bad level of 52.0 percent . In details, the
smokers had a bad level of the knowledge of cigarette of 50 percent,
and of 53.2 percent for non-smokerss

4. All staffs had the opinions about smoking at a good level
of 48.0 percent and a bad level of 52.0 percent. In details, the
smokers had a good level of the opinions of 83.3 percent and of 26.6
percent. for non-smokerss;

5. All staffs had the social value of smoking at a good level
of 47.2 percent and a bad level of 52.8 percent . In details, the
smokers had a good level of the social value of smoking of 77.1 percent
and of 29.1 percent for non-smokerss; and

6. Social value of smoking significantly correlated with the

opinions about smoking and non—-smoking (P <.001).



