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Abstract

The purpese of this study was to study the medication
knowledge and the factors affecting medication knowledge of pregnant
women attending the antenatal clinic at Maharai Nakhon Si Thammarat
Hospital, Nakhon Si Thammdrat Province. The study samples were
purposively selected. One hundred pregnant women aged between 15-45
answered the questionnaires between March-April 1995 while 18 women
participated in an informal interview. Data was analysed by using

descriptive statistics. Hypothesis was tested by chi-square test.



The results of the study showed that most pregnant women were
able to recognize common names, trade names and indications of
medicines, contraindications of some medicines were not known.

Demographic factors such as age, education level, occupation
and family income affected their medication knowledge within a
statistically significant level of .05. _

Causes to knowledge which had an effect on medication knowledge
with a statistically significant level of .05 are‘ as follows :
Firstly, mass media such as radio and magazine., Secondly, public
organizations such as public and private hospitals, private clinics and
health stations. Thirdly, health personnel such as doctors, pharmacists
and nurses. And finally, other personnel such as neighbours/colleagues.
| The results of the study clearly indicated that the éampaign
for medication knowledge of pregnant women should be done through
those mass media and health personnel who should have a good

relationship with the patients.




