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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this independent study were: 1 to investigate the average reading speed
of spoken Braille text for each of visually impaired student; 2 to investigate the correlation among
the time taken for oral reading of spoken Braille text, the time taken for silent reading with
examination, and the comprehension score obtained from the examination when silent reading;
and 3 to research the behaviour patterns of the visually impaired students who have the fastest
reading speed.

The samples of the study came from the visually impaired students in the 2" and 3“
grade levels from 3 schools, Chaingmai Northern School for the Blind, Educational School for
the Blind in Lampang and Santi Jinthana School for the Blind from Phrae. Sixty-two students
took part in this research chosen from a target population of eighty-three who did not have other
disabilities other than being blind. All participants studied in the 1" semester in academic year
2010.

The instruments used in this study consisted of two groups:

Group 1: The instruments for experiment

1.1 Two sets of Braille text for the 2™ and the 3" grade levels.

1.2 A measurement of reading comprehension for the two sets of Braille text for the
2" and the 3“ grade levels.

1.3 The observation form for reading Braille.



1.4 The reading Braille text record.

1.5 A record score on Reading Comprehension.

Group 2: The instruments for collection of data

2.1 A video camera recording still pictures and animated behavior while reading.

2.2 A stopwatch.

The results were:

1. The average speed of reading in the 2™ grade level was 51.5 words per minute. The
fastest speed was 83.80 words per minute and the slowest was 18.62 words per minute. Grade
level 3 average verbal speed was 44.95 words per minute ranging from 67.69 words per minute to
22.49 words per minute.

2. The correlation among the 3 variables was as follows: the comprehension scores
were positively correlated with the time taken for silent test taking of students in both in the 7
and 3" grade levels; and the time taken for silent reading with examination was positively
correlated with the time taken for oral reading of spoken Braille text in the 3 grade level.

3. As for the Braille reading behavior patterns of visually impaired fast readers, it was
found that the 2™ grade level fast readers used form 2 the most in with both hands in the same line
being employed. The second most pattern used was form 3 in which the students used both hands
with right hand on the first line and left hand on the next line and the least pattern used was form
1 in which the students used right hand only while reading. For the 3 grade level students, the
reading behavior pattern found most was form 3 in which the students used the right-hand side to
read the first line while the left hand side was used to read the next line. The next most pattern
that the students used was form 2 in which the students used both hands in the same line. The
reading pattern that the students used least was form 1 in which the students used the right hand

only while reading.



