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Abstract

This study was to examine the understanding on equal sign of Prathom Suksa 4 students.
The investigator collected the data from 17 students at Ban Khun Pae, Chom Thong District,
Chiang Mai Province using 2 equal sign understanding tests each of which was composed of 10
questions. The results of both instruments were combined to classify students into groups basing
on their understanding. Data were analyzed in term of percentage and descriptive analysis. The
findings reveal that the students could be categorized in 5 groups basing on their understanding.
Group I students did not understand and did not pay attention to the equal sign in the symbol
sentences assigned. In finding the solution, 2 students or 11.76% of all of them used the
relationship of numbers in the term of pattern. Group 2 students paid attention to the equal sign in
the assigned symbol sentence but understood that the equal sign represented the result of the
symbol sentence. They conceived the symbol sentence into 3 parts - problem, equal sign, and
result. Moreover the result had to be only one number and was on different side of the problem.
Eleven students or 64.72% fell into this group. Group 3 students paid attention to the equal sign
in the symbol sentence but understood that the equal sign was the sign representing the result of
the operation to calculate all the numbers given in the symbol sentence. There were 2 students or
11.76% falling into this group. Group 4 students included only one student or 5.88% who paid
attention to the equal sign and conceived it as the symbol signifying the equality of the numbers

on both sides of the sign. When wanted to find the result of the symbol sentence, however, the



student calculated one side at a time. Group 5 students which also included only one student or
5.88% who paid attention to the equal sign in the assigned symbol sentence and conceived the
sign as the symbol of equality of the figures on both sides of the sign. When wanted to find the
result of the symbol sentence, the student conceived the relation of the numbers on each side of

the equal sign as pair.



