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ABSTRACT

This independent study aimed at analyzing the congruency between Buddha’s
ways of teaching and education reform principles and presenting the generalizations
derived from the analysis in light of their application to enhance learning reform.
Data were gathered from Suttantapitaka Thai language version, revised by

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University in 1996 (Tripitaka volume 9-33) and also
from research woks, books, articles, analytical writings of academicians, educators,

and scholars who have done analyses on various aspects of Buddha’s teaching.
Only the scripts and content related directly to five teaching dimensions were
studied. These are 1) Goals of teaching, 2) Teaching models and steps, 3) Teaching
techniques, 4) Usage of learning media and resources, 5) Learning evaluation and
outcomes. The results were presented in the manner of analytical description and
some data were tabulated. They can be concluded as follows.

The study reveals the congruency between Buddha’s teaching and education
reform principles in all five aspects. 1) Goals of teaching: Two directions were
identified i.e. personal advantages and social/collective advantages. For personal
advantages, both internal and external development, were emphasized. The teachings

enhanced each individual’s learning how to organize his/her thinking system,
consciousness of right and wrong doings, emotional management, immunity against
self — deterioration, and learning to search for self —endowment of good life quality
development. As for social/collective advantages, Buddha’s teachings emphasized
learning to live together in harmony, establishment of social organization stability,
and building learning and healthy society. 2) Models and steps in teaching: Mostly.

Buddha wused variety of teaching methods with the emphasis on individual
differences, learners’ participation in learning, and promoting individuals’ potentials.
3) Teaching techniques: Variety of teaching techniques were identified. Prominent
techniques included teaching thinking and applying psychological principles according
to learners’ readiness. 4) Usage of learning media and resources: Surrounding
milieus both naturally and those found in daily lives were employed. Learners
could learn at all time and space. 5) Learning evaluation and outcomes: Variety
of evaluation techniques were found and were mainly done authentically. Teaching
outcomes were evident that learners gained knowledge and understandings. Their
concepts and behaviors changed toward the betterment.

These findings can be well applied to today educational provision so as to
promote learning reform. Buddha’s teacherness can especially be the great model
for those who want to improve teaching profession so that it would gain better
social or public recognition and faith.



