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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate process of learning to be a local doctor
a case study of Mr. Pinkaew Tunnual in Cholae sub-district, Mae Taeng district, Chiang Mai
province. The instrument used to collect data were a set of an interviewing and survey with
Mr. Pinkaew Tunnual. The data were analyzed through the descriptive approach.

The findings could be summarized as follows:

Mr. Pinkaew learned the local doctor’s knowledge through his father’s instruction, who
perceived that the local doctor was honorable career. He would be revered with his medicine
knowledge. Moreover, he would be able to perform the career, to earn his living and to help his
neighbors. Besides his father’s instruction, he learned his medical knowledge such as with the
monks and other experts. He learned how to cure patients, rites, herbal medicine, tattoo, and
physician. He learned so well that he was a medical expert and could cure patients within the
community. In addition, he could exchange his knowledge with the scholars about the procedures
of medical products, especially herbal medicine. His reputation of a folk healer has increasing

numbers of patients.
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