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ABSTRACT

This independent study was to investigate the communicative behavior, language
usage, and their patterns the 3 IRC based internet chat rooms — Krungthep, Tomdy Ruammit,
and Gay Krungthep, The chats were purposively selected collecting data for 31 days in the
first two chat rooms and 7 days for the third one during October 1-31, 20086, between 20,00~
24.00 hours. The findings are as follows:

1. The communicative behavior occurred in the chat rooms could be classified in
term of their objective as to find someone to chat with, to make love with; to be boy/girlfriend,
- to trade sex with, to advertise goods and services, to find someone to go hang around with, to
ask for sticker vote, to offer patronage, and, to ask for patronage. Some communicative
behaviors without clear purpose were continuing conversational phases, place detail, and song
words. Comparing communicative behaviors of these three chat rooms, it was found that
messages in Krungthep and Tomdy Ruammit chat rooms were mostly to find someone to chat
with while to find someone to make love with was the most posted ones at Gay Krungthep.
Regarding behavior without clear purpose, in.'the three chat rooms most messages were of
continuing conversational phases. Besides, there was no message asking for patronage in

Tomdy Ruammit, No message on place detail was found in Krungthep and Tomdy Ruammit.



2. Language usage reflected in the chat rooms included uses of distinctive spelling
(the spelling to simplistically represent the sound), jargons, transliteration, emotional terms,
distinctive graphology, rude word and vulgar, connonafions, emoticons, foreign words, and
abbreviations. Regarding language styles reflected in the posted messages, Krungthep and
Tomdy Ruammit had the most distinctive spelling messages while jargons were mostly used
in Gay Krungthep in which there was no use of emoticons in the messages but in the chatter’s
user name. Creation of new word for communicating in these 3 chat rooms was in forms of

coinage, borrowing, clipping and multiple processes.



