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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this independent study were 1o analyse the conditions of sound
laboratory utilization of Primary Schools in Omkoi District, Chiang Mai Province, and
to study teachers’ opinions concerning the utilization of the sound laboratories in teaching and
learning organization. The population studied included 23 school administrators, 23 teachers
in charge of sound laboratory, and 46 classroom teachers as the sample of study.
The instruments used to collect data consisted of three set of questionnaires for administrators,
sound laboratory teachers, and classroom teachers. The data were computed by frequency,
percentage, average, and standard deviation, and were presented through tables and
description.

The major findings were as follows:

1. Background information of schools and administrators.

Most school administrators had no any experiences in entering workshops on
using sound laboratory. They realized that the sound laboratory could be used to organize
whatever subjects presenting pictures, sounds and/or multimedia. At present time most

laboratories still remained in the same condition.



2. The management of the sound laboratory.

2.1 The administrators planned the utilization of sound laboratory by organizing
the meeting of classroom teachers, the teachers in charge of sound laboratory as well as
students, and consequently they conducted no action plans.

2.2 Most of the sound laboratory teachers were selected because of their willing,
their knowledge and ability in using sound laboratory equipments, as well as their experiences
in joining workshops on sound laboratories.

3. Conditions of sound laboratory utilization.

3.1 All school sound laboratories contained 20 seats, and were modified from
normal classrooms. Generally, they were appropriate in terms of safety for students, sufficient
light, and good ventilations using electric fans, and without disturbing noises from outside.
Their minor problems were dust and dampness, inconvenient spaces for activity organization,
as well as inadequate electricity.

3.2 Most classroom teachers used the laboratories in teaching English. They
mainly made use of the sound laboratory computer as the media for presenting their lessons,
Evaluation through students’ portfolios were mostly found. Teachers viewed that their

 students gained experience, involvement, knowledge, and skills from using sound [aboratories.
They also needed more training on using equipments of the sound laboratory as well as the
assistance and suggestions from available skilled technicians.
4. The utilization of sound laboratory.

All personnel agreed that the sound laboratory was useful but not fully used to
the most benefit in leamning and teaching due to many factors, namely; the broken equipments
or always being out of order, disable computers, no budget for repairing, finding time to

use etc.



